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Empires have their roots in pre-modern times, but modern empires have tasks different
from pre-modern empires. They had to organize more effective administrative systems
based on territorial rather than personal principles, gather geographic, ethnographic, and
historical knowledge on peripheries, deal with emerging nationality problems, establish
new relations with their colonies, neighbors and major powers. The common features as
well as differences among various empires in adapting to (or even creating) modernity
largely determined the characteristics of these empires, their successor states and
surrounding regions, and were essential elements of constructing the modern world. On
this panel, we will examine how empires reformed their diplomacy, governance in the
colonial peripheries, and constructed representation of ethnicity, comparing the cases of

the Russian, Qing and British Empires.
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