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Tibet is a dependency of China. The two Treaties concluded in 1890 and 1893 respectively
were concluded between Great Britain and China after negotiations had been carried on by
officers appointed by those countries. In the present instance the Treaty should be between
Great Britain and China, and the Tibetan Government instructed to agree and sign.
Great Britain should not conclude a Treaty direct with Tibet, as by that China loses her
suzerainty, and that lost, her admonitions to the Tibetans will be no avail. This is the
important idea throughout; explain this point carefully to the British official.------
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21 FO17/1751, Wai-wu Pu to the Amban, tel. recd. Sept. 13, 1904, cited in Viceroy to London Office, tel., Sept. 24,
1904.
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