Foreword

Thanks to the drastic changes which Russia has experienced during
these last decades we are faced with a range of old and new questions:
What is Russia? What is her geopolitical as well as civilizational position
in the world? What is the meaning of thinking about Russia for us?
These questions directly influence the styles of Russian cultural studies
(Russistika), the various fruits of which are now appearing under the ru-
bric of so-called cross-border or trans-disciplinary studies.

The International Symposium “Beyond the Empire: Images of Rus-
sia in the Eurasian Cultural Context” was held on December 13-15,
2006 at the Slavic Research Center, Hokkaido University. The main aim
of the symposium was to rethink the traditional problem of the image of
Russia for Russians as well as for “others” in the new cultural context.
For this purpose 23 specialists from several fields (art, cultural studies,
education, film, gender, geography, history, literature, music) gathered
together from seven different countries (England, Germany, Latvia, Po-
land, Russia, the United States, Japan). The articles in this book are
based on the presentations and discussions during those three full and
fruitful days.

The book treats four topics: the way Russians imagine themselves
and others; the phases of imperial consciousness, orientalism and post-
colonialism in Russia; images of Russia and Russians abroad; the curi-
ous manipulation of Russia’s images by contemporary literature. In order
to convey the warm and humorous atmosphere of the symposium, we
decided to publish the articles in their original languages, i.e. in English
and Russian. We hope this book will find readers in various countries
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and invite them to our discussion.

The publication of this book and the symposium itself were fi-
nanced by a special scientific research grant from the Japanese Ministry
of Education’s Twenty-first Century Center of Excellence Program
(Making a Discipline of Slavic Eurasian Studies: 2003—-2008, Project
Leader, Osamu leda), and Grants-in-Aid for Scientific Research from the
Japan Society for the Promotion of Science (Dialogue and Confronta-
tion: The East-West Paradigm in the Slavic and Eurasian World: 2005—
2008, Project Leader, Tetsuo Mochizuki). I would like to express my
gratitude to Elza Guchinova, Institute of Ethnology and Anthropology,
Russian Academy of Sciences for help in the editing process. I would
also like to thank Mitsue Hosono, Yukari Okada, and Kaoru Ito for their
tireless efforts towards the completion of this volume.

Tetsuo Mochizuki

Editor
Sapporo, 2008
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