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Title:

Movement as Spatialized Thought: Biomechanics and Ecological Cognition
in Early Soviet Culture

Abstract:

This paper explores conceptions of movement and its purposeful
organization in the philosophical works of Aleksandr Bogdanov,
neurophysiological studies of Nikolai Bernshtein, and film texts of Sel’gei
Eisenstein. While all three authors contributed to the ideological project of
fostering the New Soviet Person, their explorations led them far beyond the
mechanicist understanding of human psychology and neurophysiology
prevalent in the early Soviet period. Working in very different fields, all
three challenged the idea that movement was a simple end product of the
brain’ s orders. Instead, they foregrounded a complex relay of feedback
loops that the organism uses to navigate its material and socio-cultural
environment. As | will argue, their visionary approaches, which treated
movement as a form of spatialized thought, anticipate today’ s theories of

embodied cognition, media anthropology, and ecological psychology.

Speaker Bio

Ana Hedberg Olenina is an Associate Professor of Comparative Literature
and Media Studies at Arizona State University. She is a scholar of the
Soviet Avant-garde, with broader research interests in media theory and the
history of psychology. Her book Psychonotor Aesthetics: Movenent and Affect
in Modern Literature and Film (Oxford, 2020) explores conceptions of
expressive movement and empathy in early 20th-century psychology and
art. This study was awarded the ASEEES Wayne S. Vucinich book prize
and AATSEEL Best First Book Prize. Olenina's articles on the notion of
gesture and embodinlent, neurocognitive approaches in film studies,
Russian Formalism, modern dance, and Soviet avant-garde cinema have
appeared in journals such as Discourse, Frontiers of Paychology, Film History,

Apparatus, Kinovedeheskic Zapiski and several anthologies in the USA and
Russia. She holds a PhD from Harvard and an MPhil from Cambridge.



