Lecture Series
by Prof. Mark Lipovetsky

Trickster in Soviet Culture
A Cynical Challenge
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Lipovetsky explores 4hé"V'\"/’tri-1e representatlon of tricksters in Soviet culture has facﬂltated
?hat developed in the shadow of the “official” Soviet
project. The tr1ckste1&exemphﬁed by Ostap Bender, Benya Krik, Ivan Babichev, Khulio
Khurenito and other:-belov

counter-narrativesiof moderm

ed characters, simultaneously manifest Soviet cynicism as
i m

the strategy of survivalland mock cynicism of power. Trickster narratives provide

models for subjectivationithat, although marginalized and censured within official

Soviet socioculturalicontexts; competed'with normative and authoritative discourses of

Soviet subjectivity f foriprevalence in society at large At the same time, because the
trickster fggure aesthet1c1zes and idealizes cynicism, it reveals the limits and dangers of
cynical strategles ‘:«;3;\5 \ &
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Prof. Mark Lipovetsky

(Columbia University / Slavic-Eurasian Research Center, Hokkaido University)
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https://u-tokyo-ac-jp.zoom.us/meeting/register/
tZAocOCgqTkqHtB60l _IY-8Y7cEcSGUKnyHh
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