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FEAT ] REHBRINRW, 5, MO~/ ZAD TEIORXT LA & A7) iIcfilin ik,
e 513 &0 YK K CHfNC M REOR T ZiED & 0D P, £, T/ Rz 3R LA
iz, 73V a7k MFHOXT LA 247 Tlda B 1178 (nosenenne) | &\
5 RHAEMH LTz @

T LEHREREDEICERT2HEBE LT, ZNHH5T N/ ADKEICEST
ME—BHIRTMIEDH O ZNLINDOHRF L TEESRXTEEEZ 20513 3 7idd
N, A=—BIRANDIRAT 4T - TRAVARTTVAAN, BEVIWVA, a7 ANEHEN
LSO L E CEAS THREAEZTE RS2 SEML T3, £2.73) 3 7k,
TEIORT LA ZA TEENTH D, P00 A5R1EY . HABFR LORAlIZYw-< b &,
Flz LI U2 & bd % Y

TTHDOAT LA ZA T ORI CFBOTH) LR LE LTINS, CORZHAT %
B, 720 a7iE TS LDO7 327 R—F] EMENZBEZGEEE T, COEZDOHT
73V a7, ETRENHEDOANRZZMADOHEE (BT A FAYAN ZZ—IVA,
Va—Y7N) WEUBEHEHRIESDEZENRTT %, TOWUAZARNICIZEI—24
VA RTHO, EOv7iEzEL, MUREE L, RICBETEN, AUHMZEA TV,

ANZEEZ TS, UL LIKIRRHFHBETHH Y XA EHUAAH T XNIC2 5 |, Tuwros B.A.
O npuMHpEeHHH KOHCTPYKTHBH3Ma M IMPUMOpAHaIn3Ma (OMMax HapoxoBexy AHapeto BiagnuMupoBudy
T'onoBHEBY) // OtHOTpadms. 2023. Nel. C. 21.

27 Bz, IV aTd@EIIVAOA NI v AT )= ITEHDRATLAZAT ] Ic&>T
DhNTWze Uz LT, HTEID AT LA 2 A 7| BRENDEIOFEREICIR S LIBT3,
Tymunes. dtHorenes u 6uochepa 3emuu. C. 100.

28 «CTepeoTHIH MOBEICHHI—CHeU(pUISCKUE MTPaBUIIa, CTAHAAPTHI IOBEACHHUS YWICHOB 3THHYECKON CHCTMBI,
nepegaBacMble IOTOMCTBY ITyTeM HaydeHus». [ ymunes. Ot Pycu x Poccuu. C. 502.

29 T'ymunes. DtHOTeHe3 u stHOChepa. C. 49-50; Iymunes. DtHoreHes u 6uocdepa 3emmu. C. 20. £z, 7'
U a3 ZIEHERZERNTI b/ ADHMCH 5 NEIFTFTE LRV &R T W5, Tymunes. dtHOreHe3
u Guochepa Semmn. C. 184. TD T LIZHA, HBH T b/ ADITEIREAEH LAWFEE LT,
flRREE A THERZEL TV EZRB LTV, V3V a7 TTHOAT LA 2 A
T MEEZEL UL S LIBRNTVEM, GIRIITHHTEZEZ TN RS EVE NS fb
5k, ZTOBPBPBRRNEZEDTHAT ENER D, TOMT, F3IV a 7IERENREZ LT
LEEFENFF ST ME L RBIEA TV AN ST LT A %,

30 Iymunes. O Tepmune «d3THOCY. C. 14-16.

31 Iymunes. dtHOorenes u ouocdepa 3emmu. C. 113.
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CTICHEEDNED AR, BOEDOELLMKICNHYAEEZRS ., —RT 5405
BOHANIENEFNEERREERES LT3 a3 T3R5, £3. 007 NEIFEENT,
RAY NEIERZWNT, 22—V NFEZAENZDZHT, PVa—I T ANEBEEZDEH
Hd, EFFHKEMIVIGEEIZRZICVEDD, TOXSIKHET N/ AHEKED M1TE)D
AT VLA RAT | G KEDNOREZ LT3 3 7B TN 5B %,

Ko, 1ERD TTEIORT LA 2 AT ] MEEEN, #H LOHEEGD BT 2K, ¥
LWL b/ AWFETZE I a7 3FEET S, VIV a7k, it/
ADFEELFH LW TEIO AT LA Z A7) OHRE#Z—ICcLTWVWE P, 3V 371
XN, Th /R THADITEIORAT LA XA FICX> TRAIENS (onmyatomuiics
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TIICHET BT a VDR ESNT R EEEL T, HHASES AR DR
FAEMETEEATHHEOARZE LU THNS THA—HS ) OBRZEHLTW T L
ZHBEMCT B,

2{THDATLFEZALT

MTFENORATLARALT ] EVSRERIET IV a 7O M/ RAERICBWVTHIOEF I
Aok Wiz eEZZoNTWS, YT 7048807 LA THA
VHORBEZENTRT 2T N/ AZHET 2IEOPT T8O X T LA ZA T &7
2V a3 TOHEMICOBRRDENZEDE LTS Y, £/2D.G. 7Y H—=V 2 S.S. 7V«
ET.D.V.7INTa b7 HTHDAT LA XA T ICT T3 a 70wz EE A,
Oy 7 REFHICR SN REHOR L UTITEIEE! (behavioural archetype) 72517 T\
% P T, NI TSI TBARZE I, T/ RADFREIDNT, V3 3 7EFH»S
K9 % HART RV F—IC R T 5 BUEE DN EYE Z N U C AR OMRRRESEIE 2 5 % .
DL & 1352 (TTEIORT LA 2 AT | THIK BRERADVHBIT 2 LFHL TV,

32 Tam xe. C. 103-104; Iymunes. Konen u BHOBB Hauano. C. 36-37. 1956 4ED A X —1) HHILIE, VH
TRAZX—Y UG REHEN RIE S N, RIGNZREGATEX O SRR — IR 2Rl I 521
FENFEAIANOEFENER SN TV, O THEEROERICHFEV TREREOHELL & @
WETL, B—DY I T ADHETZeHEZENEKIICE>T, ThCH LTIV a7
WFEERBERI AT T 252> THED, T I LDOT X7 F— ] IZANLDEBIICIZEY
LU TE RBENZRIIHEA LRV ETIET2E8DTEH -7 eEZBNS,

33 [ymunes. DtHOTeHE3 U Onocdepa 3emiu. C. 184.

34 3amees, Jlacotioa. JleB Hukonaesuu I'ymuiieB kak yuensiid 1 puitocod. C. 29; bBpomnei FO.B. K Borpocy o
cymmocTy stHOCa // Tlpupona. 1970. Ne2. C. 52. 7272 L. 7 A L LA IFEIO AT LA XA T 1 = Tl
AT LA X A7 (ucuxuituecknii crepeotun) | & WA, LFIREE (neuxuueckuit cxnan) |
D—fL LT3, 7BLL A HTEDRAT LA 2 AT ) ORBHRICET 273V 37D
e AT LA 2 A TS NI RRAMEARS QTR EHEA B L7z, Tamwe. C. 53-54.

35 David G. Anderson, Sergei S. Alymov, and Dmitry V. Arzyutov, “Grounding Etnos Theory,” in David. G.
Anderson, Sergei. S. Alymov and Dmitry. V. Arzyutov, eds., Life Histories of Etnos Theory in Russia and
Beyond (Cambridge: Open Book Publishers, 2019), p. 7.
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UL, BHSEBRZ XS I TIFEIDR T LA XA T ONEZDE DTS HHEICE T
2L0TCTH%, NM. ROYz VAL LE 772 UNMERTZ LS, (T80T 1L 4%
A7) BEEEELELTOY I s 7OMRICHRT S0 EEZ2B5NS, Ry O
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ENDEFRIC L > TE L EINEEDTH B LIRFL TS Ty XAT 4T T AV AR
TIUAN BEVIIVA, ZLTRY T AEI—ay R SADNHEELRZC LICH LT, FH
CERTHREANZHRE RN EAHRZ VWS 73V a TOFRICE, Z23XENDH]
ARICHRT 2 ERBENTVWE L FZ 57255,

i, 73V avidbsd THORATLARAT ) NEOEMDOKEIC &> TldME—H
MRTHO., ZNLNOBEIZETHEE ESND LR TWVB, TOTEREHBT N/ ADH
MTHREEZONZHENZOAI 2 =7 0 DIMUTIIS N ZF Tz e ZEELT
W5, AT, HTHDRATLAZAT ) 1T B3IV a 7ORMIHKZRE, HHT
AD MTEOAT LA 2 AT LITERZHFTITEIT 2 A\WE. ZOEMOMEKE: S
MNORER-BEERMENZ EEZBTENARETH S, TDT LT, Tz AFFE. Xk,
NER R O CRBE DS < BB A THEDGZWAL DRITE . {TEIHHIOB N
PoBHWERE LTRZIIANEN T —ADMEETZEEEGEL TV, TOLSI,
732V 3 7RFEEOLN « BRNIREICE DS D N AEBEEF T E—HT F#o R
TLARAT ] EMENZHERT EOREZT N/ ADE L LTV, KEINEEM:
TR ATHREOZRL S RIEWREZIA S 7 2V a 7 OiGmid. RET Tl 2 Rk
TR EFETDONTNSE EEZ BN,

{

3.1 b/ ADIETEEDZEE

VRO T, 73V a THREED LR - BRI Z T~/ A2 HET 5 BHE
PHEBRHLTVE I LRHEDEHESNTREN DT, 7A=Y VBIcdnid, RIfIC
45 i . BV LR T DOV EMANAER (a traditional definition connected to
language, traditions, and biology) | M%7 21 3 71X 3T b/ AHGROKEZT LWV O, F
TeEA YUY G h2BRPERE. RIEEGROFE., 2 U THIIRSGN 72 Y 3
TOLE/ ABRICE > TEER ST L FRTZ /AT, T/ ADERICEF 5 FFED

36 BIZEF b7 THTEIORAT LA Z AT ) OZEHPBEEICHKTZ VS T3V a3 7DFE
MIEFETEN (non-voluntary) 7ZHINHEIEE LTOI b/ AHRZ5EHT 2D LT3,
Titov, “Lev Gumilev, Ethnogenesis and Eurasianism,” p. 224.

37 Hopowenxo HM., Kegpenu 1. ®. Beenenue // Jles I'ymunies: pro et contra / Iox pen. I A. Bopmosckoro, B.H.
Kuuemxu, B.I1. Conomuna, 1. K. Bypnaku. CII6., 2012. C. 14-17.

38 David G. Anderson, Sergei S. Alymov, and Dmitry V. Arzyutov, “Etnos Thinking in the Long Twentieth
Century,” in David. G. Anderson, Sergei. S. Alymov and Dmitry. V. Arzyutov, eds., Life Histories of Etnos
Theory in Russia and Beyond (Cambridge: Open Book Publishers, 2019), p. 51.
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FHEWZET IV a TPEEL TS EIEETHNZICEHE>TWVWE Y, 2NHOfRIE S
2 a IHREED LN « BRIFFICEDS T N/ AERICKHLTWE T L2 T0E
JBICANTWEREWVWEEZ NS, AT, F7IVa 7O/ AERICBNTHFAINS
RO E G MR - FESHN MM EERICE TS/ 3 a 70 HEYER) Sl (H
itz £ 0 icENE M B EmD D B 4,

THUTHLT, REHTET IV a 7HFRLZHEEONEOF BT S [EYZEN ]
IS Tld e <, BHIEOFE O REHEAIC B W TR OMBRE EOERICHE N2 Y T
WMziT5. Flc, 73V aJdor b/ AERZHBIAOREYHE S. M. Ynadu 7oL +
JAEZREWKTZC B LTY I a 7 ORKIMORHREZIAS MST %, HERD
WZEcid, duadnu7e 3V 3 7 Oikmid T b AZERREINICHIE A 5 THIET %
EDEEINTEE®, UL, EEAANERHT 2 X5 IC, miEOBIMERSLAT N /X
2L DR (mpomece) & LTHEZAHICHBELEEZS Y, voadu7ic ki, Bk
P &GO Z M T % HiE (RIS ER) WL T 2fETH 2 Lo @ iz,
T3V a7kENET b ARA—/R—=T + / RIFIREE (coctonmmne) TR BRETH S
LS B KEITIE. TOXK S ICHENRIE DLW « BHAINZ DOMOFHED S FEE i =
M ABEBRELENWCT LIKEHLDD, MEDI N/ AEZROAERNS T IV 3 7 DKk
MWZMET 5,

J 3 3 7 ATEHEIO 2 U D K RO N E 2 ST % C & T 56b. Uk, AR
THIE & Vo T fE i e RGOSR ZHE T 5 LT RMNEEDELTWVS, TDTED
BIT, HHWS I R/ AEWVWS B 5538, 6. B2 BT DNV TR E s
(ToE=V2, TVLET, TIVV2FT) ILX> TR A A—TE N2 RIFEDOHIF
FHEZTHHAINS ko7, BRI, 73V a TREREEROEREAZIELT
IR/ AELKIEGEA—NN—Z N RAEMSGEEND B, ZTDOXI THEHIE LT, T Tl
WO RT ZO—< \NEEEID L%,

39 E. A. Singatouline, “Redefining ethnos. Gumilev’s concept of ethnos,” International Journal of Russian
Studies, no. 10 (2021), p. 84, 90.

40 HEFHEICDWTIEEE 13 25K,

41 BIZET VA by G Z TREDT b AEMNERIC B 5 N2 OARRRN A E >
No—] &L, INHEROREZIET 5 LRI LT3, Ibid,, p. 82. ARMIDEHIERKAES I
BT 3G TIEFHIAT E RWEAROH AN S 232 —Ic DWW TIEF b 7 L EBROFIZ L
TW5, Titov, “Lev Gumilev, Ethnogenesis and Eurasianism,” pp. 66—67.

42 @ununnos B.P. C. IIupokoropos: Y HCTOKOB OMOCOLMATIBHON HHTEPIIPETALMH STHOCA // DTHOrpaduueckoe
o6o03penue. 2006. Ne3; Mawbuy, Yucmos. EwE pas Kk BOIpoCy 0 ABYX KOHIEMIHMAX «3THOCa». C. 699-701;
Apymionan u op. Dtnocommonorus. C.33. 7' 2V g VHY, yuoadna 7 L HyOHEN & 2EEICD
W MEY2E0 ) flEh 5% 2 Tz, Tymunes. DtHorenes u 6uocdepa 3emmn. C. 82-83.

43 EEHH T 7 RFEACRIT BT b/ ZAMEROKE; Y T bRIEEED R ) TEN R
BEANARSD 78 25, 2008 4, 90 H

44 L)V A -vaada T (IARBER AR CE) ML Y & 7 — A DR A I E I, 1982 4,
10 Ho

45 T'ymunes. DtHOreHe3 u 6uocdepa 3emnu. C. 86, 177.
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QREDOHTHIHICLBHALEE, a—< AV S SERZO—<HEBENOEHBA
BRTIERRNCZEE Lz TOMICDVTY Y 3 71, B—< A& WD BFHS R 75k
(oTHnueckoe 3nauenne) ZHRK O X IR A BN ZD X H R L3k, BICEKRZZLX
BRI EDOREEBRTNVDS O, Db, EOLIREEEL>TA—ALTEZONEN
I ERNANZE LT THD, ZRIEL SRS HETIREAREET XIS ICE->Tba—
JNEWVIBEAKIMKRE LTRIENAEDTHORT S LN DTH B,

COEBICEEZDIZ, HAEMPBCZHNOEMEXET ST ETHD. TOEH
DREE DAL « BHANZ OMMOREZE A L TOE 0 E S M - RINEREISHE RV &
WO RTH S, VIV aZickhuE, Ao AT LF, BFERPEE,. bot@t ikl
SEAY (uctopuueckas cynsba) P D— (AN O —< ANEBE T R L R o Tz, TOIBEE
W3 HRIE EkE L. 45 HidIicF Y X MDY EBEE NG & SERFY X MDA
O—< ANOR & 5572, coTlidu—~<- T b/ AEBET 25EIE. SiE- b - i
FROLENSHEGOHEN, ZLTFV XA MEOHEENEBITL TS, BHOBRNZ X
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DIEEF A%

., ELIT b ADHMANEEL, 0—< ADX S ICEAIBH LESDELIE.
DI b/ RAEREOF 211 THRA—H5 ] WHEINS LNV EICHELESNS
LEDLRBIEAD, TOM, aada 73T b/ AW EEN—E D REFHAD 5
LIEVWE I LTS, HIET b/ AZRDEXIICEHRL TV 5,

L UTONBEDLR « SHARNZ(LOMBENETT ZHMPT N/ A THO, T/ AKBAS
PR, . S, RERRXOFE—HC X > TRE SN AREFITZ L REE 1D @,

COERICHSNZ XS, Yuadu7@3 s/ AOMRERNELTELEZ L7
T, T/ A%z, BE, S EEERXG EEOREICh > R —TETHiRaE N5
ANHEHZEEZEZ TS,

46 Tam xe. C. 87.

47 73V a7k THORFEONERIIC K> TE D IR BTN SN HR O] 2 iy
MY, 7z THREmE. Ox-o&F 3L 2003 DORKICIEKFAT T, 1 DORBEDOHNE
THEZZNELNEN] 105, Tamxe. C.94,669. 7272 L. TOFELET IV a3 JOFRHTIE
%<, PALTEREICEHEZEHAL TV, EREZFNEDHEKICELEF>TVEEDTH I,
KEIC SO 11 K > T (8 ety ucropuueckux cyne6) RARIGMOREER U > TBEL, K
W78 U Tt odER 7y & ORI E RS2 5 |, Toxapes C.A. Beenenmue // Ocnossl stHOrpadmun / o pex.
C.A. Tokapesa. M., 1968. C. 9.

48 I'ymunes. DTHOTEHe3 n Ouochepa 3emiu. C. 87-88.

49 «COVHHUIICHO, B KOTOpOﬁ MMPOTEKAIOT MPOLECCHI KYJIBTYPHOIO U COMAaTHYECKOTO U3MEHEHUS YCIIOBEYECTBA
KakK BUIa, ABJIACTCSA 3THOC, 0CO3HaBaeMbIi UM CaMHUM Kak rpynma .TIIOZ[Cﬁ O6’BGI[PIHCHHI>IX CAUHCTBOM
TIPOUCXOXKIACHUS, O6LI‘IaeB, S3bIKA U YKJIaJla )XU3HW. [Uupmcoeopoe C.M. BTHOFpaCbPI‘IeCKPIe HCCJICIOBaHUS

DTHOC. I/ICC.HeI[OBaHI/IC IIPUHIOUIIOB U3MEHEHUS STHUYECKUX U 3THOI‘pa(bI/I‘ICCKI/IX SIBJICHUH. BHa[II/[BOCTOK.

2002. C. 133. BIERIZIEE T 7 RBEZACRT BT N AHEOBEE ) 79 BA S,
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7. IV a 7O b/ AERICITEIE, EHY, 5. EEERe Vo BRI
ZXERFRASNEZNY, 51T, gD (fTHORAT LA AT LU TERBELIE.
TTIERD &S BRENFEET 5, bbb, ~ADAMPFICEIES HTHIORT
LARAT ] OEZUCTHIET 5 [HRA—5 ) OMBEIFEAENZEDRDOT ), E&% Lk
DOHIR 2T TR, ITEHEICIC C T RNSHREEANT N/ A L@BHohEs T L
IKix%, FRELT, B—ADEIIC, 73V 3 TOHERICBOTIRZRERROER
BENT R A A 5N ke EinoTz %,

RaduIRI Y FRESEBHEONR L R Z/IMEGEMZTICA A—Y LT
WD LT, 732V a3 70T b/ ARG EFERMRE & OH@EMEic D L EMED
LILHIRERZIER UG5, 2070, 73V a TOERICBVTIE., HEROMENRE
N—EOTEREZ G LT 5551, SIEM., G080, KGES, k. HiEES.
EE, BB, wEHRE VS ST T b/ ADEHZBENICH - LIS T ik
%, Bkd B K5I, IV a TIETNSD#EEREY T N S ANBA—IS—T F / A
WKEBRBE LI INF—ANENET BICE STz, KN BIE, TORNERAERE AN
FIRICT RN J RERZ BT 3 3 7 OREERZE DT %,

4.V IV a¥, AVTa 0¥, YT/ R

NItwIc) TibNfz& S, VIV a T b/ A5 DD I )IVF—hdH 5 L Fik
LTW3, TORMGREMRON, AEITIE MilE (I vyav, aryiae oy,
TIE /) B3T3 3 70 nd %, (kORI TIE, b I)bF—
DEEHRETHZA—IN—T ) AN EBEZMGRERD, YT b ALLTNDE K

50 SaBbin & DIEREZ ERD PR B SO R HE L NGB R ERMEES TH -
oo BIZIE, 73V a 7OMMITALLARI N AZROEIICERL TV, [T h /R
3 (COHEDOINEKRTIR) FEDHEE TRENICIERE NIz A& OflEZEEHTH D, I
WOFFH. b, DO BRI ZE UIRiREZ A TH . A TASO—1kE & o [FER
Offk L DEEZHFHL (ACEHRZ2HRB). Zhzaf (RiEH) CTRETZ2EDELERTE
HE LNIEV |, Bpomaeti FO.B. DTHUYECKHE NPOLIECCH Kak mpeaMeT ucciienosanus / CoBpeMeHHbIE
standeckue nporeccsl B CCCP / Iox pen. 10.B. bpowuneii, .C. I'ypeuua, B.1. Kosnosa, JI.H. TepeHTbeBbI
u K.B. Uucrosa. M., 1977. C. 12.

51 BlZIE7 2V a 73, NEEOBRICBOWTIETI VY ANELTEEEDRAALE, ZTONEBTIE
BANCESTD TAD] & TAND TRV ERDH B LR T N5, [hmures. ItHorenes
u 6uoctepa 3emumn. C. 98.

52 fcE IV a 7, BREREBIEGET N/ Azsdb, S, R EEN SRS TE
TR T VB, £z, 73V 3 ZICXNUEF Y X MR A X T LIERNZNEN A —/S—
I AZEMRLTVE LWV, Tamxe. C. 127,175, DE D | LERCHEE T b/ AD#iE
CEDRZENSIDTH S,

53 73Va 7@ a—F JE-—F/RAF F=Us¥, TL—Iv, REHEGEZEHET R/ A LT
REEIBNTU B, Tamxe. C. 664.
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T2, IV ga7icEnE, ¥ 7/ ALE T b/ AOREICBIF2EEE L THN
BLbE/ A VATL] ik T b AOKGEDEET, MOBRLHEEHATSED]
CEFERIND P,
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TIEELY =7 THRw Y 1 (semnenpoxomust) © & i FEAIR, Ly < FRMRO LAY L, m—
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54 Domitry Shlapentokh, “Lev Gumilev: The Ideologist of the Soviet Empire,” History of European Ideas 38,
no. 3 (2012); Bassin, The Gumilev Mystique; Titov, “Lev Gumilev, Tthnogenesis and Eurasianism.”

55 Bassin, The Gumilev Mystique, pp. 62—63.

56 «KoHcopuus—rpynna Jiojei, 00beTHHEHHBIX OJHOH HCTOpHYECKOl cynp00ii». «KoHcopus—rpynmna
JIIOIeH, 00BEIUHEHHBIX, YacTO 3()eMEHO, OJHON NCTOPUYECKON CyIab00i Ha KOPOTKOE BpeMs». [ ymues.
OrHorenes u 6uocdepa 3emiu. C. 169, 694.

57 Tam xe. C. 136; [ymunes. Konen u BHOBb Hadaio. C. 56, 71.

58 «KoHBuKcHS—Tpymnmna niojeil, 00bJUHEHHBIX OJHOXapPAKTEPHEIM OBITOM U CEMEHHBIMHU CBS3SIMH».
«KoHBHKCHSI—TpymIa Tofel, 00bJHHEHHBIX OJHOXapaKTEePHBIM OBITOM M CEMEHHBIMH CBSI3SIMH, HU3IIHI
TaKCOH ITHHYECKOU nepapxumy». [ ymunes. dtHoreHes u ouocdepa 3emiu. C. 169, 694.

59 «Cy03THOC—OTHHYECKAs CHCTEMa, SIBIIIOMAsICS JJIEMEHTOM CTPYKTYpPHI 3THOCa». «Cy0ITHOC—3IeMEeHT
CTPYKTYpBI 3THOCA, B3aUMozeiicTByomuii ¢ mpounMuy». Tam xe. C. 169, 698.

60 W NY Y FRE TR LU 17 i n o 7 O B,

6

62 I'ymunes. DTHOTEHE3 U Orochepa 3emun. C. 183.

63 Iymunes JLH. Xynny. CII6., 1993. C. 38. T DREFNIBHFEIC T IV a TWIMELZEDTH D, 1960
O MR FIRICIERET 2 SCERIFFIE LV,

—_
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L. N. Gumilev’s Definition and Hierarchical Understanding of Etnos
Misu Hiroaki

L. N. Gumilev is a Soviet historian and ethnologist, known as a tragic scholar who
spent 14 years in labor camps. He is thought to have a primordialist view of etnos, consid-
ering it to be a biological entity. He believed that etnos is formed by passionarnosti’, and
many Gumilev scholars have focused on this pseudoscientific concept. In Soviet ethnology,
whose main subject was etnos, Gumilev’s position represented the “biological” ethnic theo-
ry, which was in opposition to the “social” ethnic theory of his opponent, Tu. V. Bromlei, the
then director of the Institute of Ethnography. In this context, Gumilev’s view of etnos was
criticized as biologizing ethnicity and paving the way for racism.

However, little attention has been paid to the other aspects of Gumilev’s argument that
are not necessarily biological. In this paper, I will clarify Gumilev’s non-biological view
of etnos and the theoretical functions it serves, as it has not received sufficient attention
in previous studies. The analysis of his argument on the definition of efnos makes it clear
that Gumilev rejected the view of etnos in terms of linguistic, cultural, physical, and other
fixed characteristics, and defined etnos on the basis of an us-them distinction that emerges
through differences in common norms of behavior. By defining efnos in this way, he clas-
sified a wide range of diverse groups as etnos. Gumilev viewed these multiple etnoses as a
hierarchical structure, from konsortsiia, konviksiia, subetnos, etnos, to superetnos.

Konsortsiia and konviksiia, which constitute the lower levels in Gumilev’s theory of
ethnic hierarchy, well represent Gumilev’s basic thoughts about the emergence of ethnic
groups by tracing them back to small circles, including religious ones, communist, and ban-
dit circles such as Vikings or Zemleprokhodtsy. On the other hand, the superetnos, which
Gumilev posited as the highest rung of the ethnic ladder, denotes not only a civilization but
also a political entity, such as an imperial state and its entire peoples. Within the superetnos,
according to Gumilev, subetnos such as Muslims and Christians, whose norms of behavior
were based on universal values, played the role of the nucleus that united diverse communi-
ties. Gumilev, who called a particular state, such as the Soviet Union, a superetnos, regard-
ed its entire population itself as a single etnos, that is, a kind of ethnicity. This way of think-
ing is related to his attempt to construct the history of an existing huge multiethnic nation,
such as the USSR, from the perspective of the genesis of an ethnic system and its historical
development.

He also discussed the genesis of etnos through the emergence of new norms of behav-
ior due to contingent events such as cultural diffusion, immigration, and political indepen-
dence. At the same time, however, for Gumilev, these groups had to be organically formed
human groups. To this end, Gumilev used the pseudoscientific arguments represented by the
passionarnosti’ to provide a “biological” basis for the various etnoses. This theory of etnos
provided a scientifically disguised explanation for each circle to claim itself as a historically
formed organic community, not just a mere functional group. As a result, Gumilev’s ethnic
theory was used to justify a variety of ideologies, from Eurasianism to the nationalism of
each nation.
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